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HOUSE BI LL 2933

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Wllace, Kenney, Anderson, Darneille, Roberts,
Kel | ey, Hanki ns, Hasegawa, and Chase

Read first time 01/18/08. Referred to Conmittee on Hi gher Educati on.

AN ACT Rel ating to assessnent of prior learning at institutions of
hi gher education; and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that adult

| earners entering workforce and academc prograns will conprise a
growi ng percentage of higher education enrollnents in comng years. |t
is strategically inportant, for a wvital econony and gl obal
conpetitiveness, to ensure that adul t | earners nove through

post secondary education in the nost efficient manner possible and enter
t he workforce well -prepared.

(2) The legislature also finds that WAshi ngton nust nake an effort
to nore effectively use resources at the state's public two-year and
four-year institutions of higher education to facilitate w der and
deeper adult participation in postsecondary education.

(3) The legislature also finds that adult |earners encounter
barriers in pursuit of their postsecondary education. I nstitutional
policies and procedures regarding the acceptance of prior |earning
credits are not aligned with accreditation rules and national best
practices.
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(4) Therefore, it is the legislature's intent to create pathways
for adult learners to gain credit for learning from a variety of
sources so that college |evel learning acquired before enroll nent can
be applied toward academ ¢ and wor kf orce degrees.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The higher education coordinating board
shall convene a work group that includes representatives fromthe state
board for community and technical colleges, the workforce training and
educati on coordi nating board, the council of presidents, and the two-
year and four-year institutions of higher education to exam ne policies
related to the acceptance of prior learning credits at institutions of
hi gher education. The work group shall nake policy recomrendations in
the followwng two areas related to prior |earning assessnent, givVing
speci al consideration to recommendati ons made by the council for adult
and experiential learning and accreditation rules adopted by the
nort hwest comm ssion on coll eges and universities:

(a) The proportion of two-year and four-year academ c and wor kforce
degrees that can be conprised of credits granted through the assessnent
of prior |earning; and

(b) The applicability of prior learning credits toward general
education requi renents and maj or-specific requirenents.

(2) The study shall also include reconmendati ons on inplenentation
of the work group's recommendations at public two-year and four-year
institutions of higher education.

(3) The work group shall report to the appropriate commttees of
the | egislature by Decenber 1, 2008.

~-- END ---
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